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Two American journalists yester-
day filed a million lawsuit,

ohn Singlaub, cailed them “pure
abrication . . . an effort by the radi-
left to put up a smokescreen.”

They have nevertheless disturbed
everal conservatives who back Nic-

ing congressional approval for
00 million in U.S. military and eco-

The allegations first .surhced in

gan and his wife, ) Hone
free-lance journalists living in
sta Rica. Called “La Penca: Pas-
ra, the Press and the CIA” it de-
iled an assassination attempt
anst rebel leader Eden Pastora
0 years ago.

Tge report, funded by the Amer-
Newspaper Guild, the U.S. Com-
ittee to Protect Journalists and the
orld Press Freedom Assocxgtx;n.
as presented as evidence against a
0 :?mllion libel suit filed by_John
ull, an American expatriate
cher in Costa Rica, against Mr.

80-page report prepared by Tony
80-pag h
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Avirgan and his wife.

The suit was dismissed by a Costa
Rican court last week, and the jour-
nalists countersued in Miami, nam-
ing Mr. Hull as a leading canspirator
in the wed of allegations involving
murder, drug trafficking and gun-
running.

Mr. Avirgan announced the law-
suit at a Washington press confer-
eénce organized by the public
relations firm of Fenton Communi-
cations, which was hired by the San-
dinistas to promote the 1982 US.
visit of Jaime Wheelock, one of the
top nine Sandinista comandantes.

The defendants are accused of a
wide-ranging conspiracy to break
US. neutrality laws, hire a Libyan
exile 1o pose as a Danish journalist
to kill Mr. Pastora and assassinate
US. Ambassador to Costa Rica
Lewis Tambs to collect a §1 million
bounty placed on his head by South
American drug lord, Pablo Escobar.

Mr Pastora, in an April 10 letter
to Sen. Jesse Helms' office, blamed
the Sandinistas for planting a bomb
in his jungle encampment in Nicara-
gua during a 1984 press conference.
Three persons were killed and sev-
eral were wounded, among them Mr.
Pastora and Mr. Avirgan.

There is “little doubt that my as-
sassination was an integrai part of
military plan of the EPS [Sandinists
army| under Cuban direction,” Mr
Pastora said in a letter released by
Bosco Matamoros, the Washington
spokesman for the largest rebel

army, the Nicaraguan Democratic

Force (FDN).

., ~ But the journalists' lawsuit

charged that the bombing actually
was planned by the conspirators,
when they failed to convince Mr
Pastora to join forces with a Cuban-

- American mercenary brigade they
" were forming to help the FDN.

The drug bounty from the assas-
sination of Ambassador Tambs,
which never was carried out, was to
have been used to finance this
Cuban-American force. It was to be
based on Mr Hull's Costa Rican
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peace talks collapse

ranch, with the aim of
) nvadin
:vicaragua from the south, whije the
ased in Honduras attacked

from the north, the suit said.

Allegationg of drug-traffickmg or

Americans or Nica-
raguan rebejs have been mvelsc:-
gated by the Justice Department

and other U.S. government agencies
and dxsn}nsled a3 either groundiess
or wo difficult o substantiate, ac-
cording to a White House source fa-
miliar with the cages.

_ The Federal Bureay of Investiga-
tion, however, is investigating a
possible violation of the Neutrality
Act, which prohibits Americans
from engaging in attempts o over-
throw a government in s country
with which the United States is at
peace, an FBI source said.

Besides Gen. Singlaub, who as
head of the World Anti-Communist
League s the Nicaraguan rebels’ top
fund-raiser, the suit names among
other defendants Aldofo Calero,
leader of the FDN: Tom Posey, head
of the Civi ild ' e,
which also raises money for the reb-
els; and retired Air Force Maj. Gen.
Richard Secord, a former deputy as-
sistant secretary of defense.

Two former CIA officials named
in the suit are Thomas Clines, who
served as director of training for
clandestine operations, and Mr
Clines' supervisor, Theodore Shac-
kley.

According to the suit, the conspir-
acy was revealed by David X to a
Costa Rican carpenter, Carlos Rojas
Chinchilla. in a chance meeting at
the Rendezvous bar in San Jose,
Costa Rica.

David X was described in the suit
As scared and desperate to get out of

he conspiracy but afraid his associ-

ates would kill him. When he was
alone with the carpenter, David X
spilled his story while two other ai-
leged conspirators were casing the
nearby US. Embassy to find a suit-
able place to rig a bomb, the suit
said.

Mr. Rojas Chinchilla later retold
the story to an American resident of
San Jose who passed on the tip to Mr.
Avirgan and his wife, who had been
investigating the assassination at-
tempt on Mr. Pastora, the suit said.

David X and Mr. Rojas Chinchilla
met clandestinely several times,
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Spirators, the suit said.
they escaped, David X laAtletf'mg‘uh
killed, the suit said.

Mr. Avirgan yesterday admiteed
he had never met David X, beca
the informant refused © be seen
with a «m.'n lb"joul'nllln u" id
only slip information to the carpen-
ter. Mr. Avirgan said Costa Rican

authon'u'g confirmed the identity of

David X and that he had seen his
informant from a distance.

David X was the source of the in-
formation on the entire conspiracy,
although Mr. Avirgan's attorney,
Daniel Sheshan of the Washington-
based Christic Institute, said he
would call 250 withesses if the case
goes to trial.

In an interview yesterday, Gen.
Singlaub denied any involvement in
drug-trafficking or illegal gunrun-
ning, explaining that only money
raised outside the United Statss is
used to purchase weapons on the in-
ternational arms market.

“It's an offort by the radical left to
put upa smokeecreen,” he said of the
lawsuit. “I think it's designed to ob-
scure the real issue — that the San-
dinistas are establishing a commu-
nist base in the Western
Hemisphere."

Mr. Posey could not be reached
yesterday to comment on the allega-
tions. But in an interview earlier this
week, before the suit was filed, he
called the Avirgan-Honey report
“lies.”

“We have never bought even one
bullet for the rebels he suffl, ex-
plaining that CMA has raised $4 mil-
lion in non-military aid such as medi-
cal supplies or uniforms for the
rebels.

Mr. Posey said the Justice Depart-
ment recently cleared CMA of any
illegal activity. “If they had thought
we were involved in ing,
they would have been on us like a
chicken on a June bug,” said the Ala-
bama resident.

Mr. Matamoros, speaking on be-
half of Mr. Calero, strongly con-
demned the lawsuit as a * grotesque
mockery of justice” and denied all
the allegations."Their purpose is to
destroy the Nicaraguan resistance,”
he said.

The suit is filed in the U.S. Distriet
Court in Miami. The suijt says much
of the conspiracy was carried out in

The suit is based upon a contro-
versial US. statute to control rack-
eteering that allows both criminal
?nd cxy;l cases. The l;iws also allows
or wide-reaching scovery mo-
tions from the plaintiffs.

Mr. Avirgan and his wife are segk- |

ing $1.28 million in compensatery
damages, another $2.56 million un-
der a special feature of the Rack-
eteering Act that provides for triple
damages, and $20 million in punitive
damages.
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